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To the Rules are added the Teſtimonies of 


Severall Eminent and Worthy Men: An Eſſay 
toward the removing of ſome ſtumbling 
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the Way of the M tale. 
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Certain Rules for Church Order propoſed 


tothe Church in 4binedos both Private 
and Publique. 
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" A ſhort Preface tenching the accefoon of 


theſe Propojals. 


Hree Months ſince and more, having Coen fach 

grounds as all that know the fate of Abingden can- 

not but approve ) taken up reſolutions to remove 

: from Abingdon, I declared both Privately and Pub- 

g liquely what I intended, giving them three Months 
time to provide theirſelves another Minifter : accor- 

dingly | removed from my houſe, and put my (clfe only into a ſo- 
journing po tare, till the three Months ſhould exſpire, or another 
Minifter within that time ſhould come to ſucceed me: upon this, 
thoogh ſome ſaid little. yet others ( ro whom my heart did cleave) 
came to me,exprefling their moſt earneft deſires of my ftaying with 
them : and the truth is, upon their deſires, wich the names of ſuck 
who had been ( as they ſaid ) converted by my Miniftrie among 
them, and the Cenlideration of the danger wherein 1 was like te 
leave them, my heart began to work againe towards ſome farther 


"uyall with them; no ſooner was this known , but ſaddainly ſuch a 


forme fell pon mee, and fuch — did | meet withall from ſome 

gon ( which I am loath to publiſh) that my affeftions and Spi- 
vere exceedingly dampt. Severall meetings there were ſpent - 
out (if not againſt ) me, at the laſt of them | was ſadly preſent, 
but in the cloſe of ic, ſuch whoſe heart: did ſeeme to cleave to mee, 
renewed their earneſt defires for my farther tryall of them, I deli- 
red to know on what termes I ſheuld continue ? what rules they 
would obſerve? whether they would propoſe any to mee, or it were 
their deſire l ſhould propoſe to them They all deſired that I would 
fy on my own termes, and that they would walk by ſuch rules ar 
I ſhould judge to bee according to the Word, — 9 to them 
there was not one diſſented, although | then expreſſed, that 1 would 
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bring chem to the Ad miniftratiog of the Sacra mente in publicky 
they all ſeeme i greatly to rejoyct in the hopes of my continuance 
wich them: 1 left it with chem under my hand in writing , that | 
would propoſe my Rules to them, and that if they ſhould approve of 
them, | would in due tim: give them @ ſatis factory anſwer. The 
Rules were at the next meeting propoſed, and are theſe tha 
follow. | 


The Rules. 


I, Hat all manner of Perſolh whartſoever, be required to gi 
up themlelve to God in Chriſt, according to their profil 
on in Bapriſine, and that all ſu h be invited to partake of Chrift in 
all his ordinances, according to the rules of the word, in their (eve 
rall capacitie*, fre Mat: 22. 1 t5, 
2 That all ſuch as fhall ſeribuſſy and ſolemnely profeſſe thelr 
Repentance toward God, and Faith toward our Lord Jeſus Chi, 
be received. ( provided that they be endowed with à competent ' 
meaſute of knowledge in the things of God; and are of an appro- 
ved converſation, or (hall ſerioafly and folemnely profeſſe (to the 
rationall ſatisfaſtion of the Church) their Repentance of thoſe“ 
particalar Scandals wherewithirhey may be charged, enſ ag ing by 
Covenant and promiſe ( in tht ſtrengrh of God co walke with him 
and his People in all his Waijes and Ordinances for the future.) 
And that, although we are not (ure that they have much more its. 
them of the truth of Grace, forthe Preſent, then this Profeſſion: 
Baerie, whether we are not bound in Conſcience with Charity 
to believe (ot hope atleaſt) chat chere is the truth of Grace, 
th:re is ſuch profeſſion made, till we have demonſtrations to the 
c ntrary, Sce itCor: 12+ 31. £Cor-£3-1,to 9. Mat 7.142, 3,4,5+ Ms: 
' n$-1,6,7,8,10,11,12,13,14. Eſq) 65.5. Luke 18.10, t. Mu 11. 19. 
Lui 15.1, Rome 1.4. 1. 1. 10.28, 1 Cor.9, 19,20. Mai: 13. 24. to end. 
However, The Scriptures prove, that external proteſſion admit- 
eth to an ext-rnall Church and Covenant fate, ticles, ordinance 
priviledges, and that not only ac:ording to the ſentence , of mas). 
raiftiking chacicy, but of Gd hiaſelte, to whom it is Bla 
deny a judgement of moſt ablolute , certainery , and infallidi- 
licy, as to the in td ſpicituall aad Eternall Eſtate of men. — 


* — 
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Gen. 6.2,4.5. Gen: 17.7,10,12.21 with 23 Det:26, r7,18,19, Dent. 
29. 1,12,13, Kc. 1 Cut. t- 10. Exth. 16 throughout. Kom: 3.1 ,2. 
Rem:9.4 Deut. 14. 1. Jer:4.22, x. 4 22. T 19.6 Deus. 32.9. fo 44. Eſ 
3. Kc. T.: 134. 4. Jer. 4.13, 1, Kc. % 18, 13, 15. Fpb: 2. 12+ 20. 
Rom: 11.17. Mar. 3. 5-12. Met 13. 25, 47. Mai. 22 14. Jeb 2. 18, 24. 
. 6. 66. Job. 15+ 246. Als 2.41. & 4d 4.4 compared with 4d, 
21.20,21,22, to the end, 40, $: 32,13, 21, 23.37- 1 Cor. 1. 2. with 
<5.ch.15.9.34. K 12.3 Cor. 11.21. Gal:3.26, Foil. 1. 1. With ch: 3, 
18. Tiras 1. 10, &c. 2 Tim, 3. 20,21. 2 Pet. 2. 1. Heb. 10, 20, Met. 8. 
12. 4d, 3.24. Kev, 1. 20. With Kev.3.1, Joh 6.70. wühlt 10. 1, 4. 
Mak 14.20 fl Cor.10 1. Oc, This agreeth with the judgement and 
ice of Refermed Churches, ſober Divines. not only Pre: byteti- 
an, but Independent. See Harmony of Confelfone. Common pla- 
ces, on the heads, the Church and Church Cenſores : Bocks of 
Church Diſcipline, ſee M Norton 3 t. Apologet. Nerat. p. 6. Cob 
bet of Baptiſmne p. 54, 55, 56. Hookers Survey of Church Diſcipline, Fre- ) 
facep. 1 1. part. 1. 5. 32,3. & ch. 3-p tot. Colton Holines of Church 
members p. 2,3 Ec. 91,94. His way of the Churches in New England p. 
+111, 113. Greenhill on Ezck, 16 ,20, Dr Owen Perſeverance of Saints 
þ 10,11, 12, With others. * 
3 That all ſuch at are through Ignorance or Scandall, unwor- 
| yr + and uncapable of benefiting by Church Ordinances , be deſi- 
to fogbeare, and keep off, untill they be found fir, and ſatisfa- 
Gon be given to the Church, by the profellion of their Faith and 
Repentance, See Levit. 10 10+ Nm g. y, Nc. 2 Chron. 23.19. Ezre10. 
IE. 22.26. & Eck 44. 7,5,9,13. Jer. 7. 9, 10, 11. Mat. 7. 6. 1 Cor. 
10.21. 1 Cer. 5. 7, 11, 2,13. Theſ. 3. 1 3. 1 Tim. 5. 21,22. Pfl. 1. F.. 5 o. 
16 Ot. 1 Cor. 11. 27. to the end. 1 Cor. 6. 9,10. Erb- 5. 5,6. 2 Cor. 
81. Hg. 7. 11, 12,13, 1 
Diem Areop- c. 3. 3. 6 . Alboſpin.l.1.c 1.1.2. 6h. 24, 25. Greg, 
Theumet, Baſel meg ep:0d Ampbil. c. 4, 11.61.82, 56.64, 65, 66. Cy 
Print 3. E 14. Juſtin Martyr, Afel 2. Chryloft: Hom: in Mat: 53, Am 
bref: 1.2. de off. c. 27. Aug, de fide & op. c. 18. Wil. Sabo. d: reb. Le- 
Ga. c. 17. 
# Aquinas Swm.p. 3. 9.30. t. 6. Vaſquez in 30 part. Tom J. 3.4 80. diſy. 
209. c . Bic. 5. 5 c. 5 9.5, Durand. in ſem diſt. 9 3. 5. 
Cencil. Ang r. c. 16. Nicen, c. 11. Arelat. 2 (. 11. Neſer: leg: Feel, F- 
bd. 6. p: 151, 152, 153, 144. Govern: of Church of Scot: p. 39, 40, Of. 


Holland: cory: diſc: c. 4. 418, 20, 11, 14. French Eccleſ, diſc, 15, 20, ft. 
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As ot thereon on d. 42,43. . Melanthon in Eth 2 87. Barer, NN 
c. 4+ Calv. Iaf. I. 4. c. 1 2. ſech: 53. 6,7, , 9, 10, 11,12. Verfin, Ded. Chrifh 
2. 9. 8. Pet: Mert. Lac» Cem. c. 5. . 15. feln Hm - L. 
Lancs ep. 4 Frederic. 35 ep.(.1. Ke za Cont, Eraftwm. D. Hammond Power 
Keys. Gilleſpy Aaron: Red. Lond: Min: Vindication. F aimer Angi 
Collings. P almer and Drake againſt Humphrey, Erafts G c. 2 11h, 3.63. 
107. Hampbrysp.3.4. Prin, Vind p50. Draides Cel. de Bell. Gai:l.6, * . 
The Book of Canons c. 26. K 27. Common Prayer, Rubrick WF 
before the Communion, and before the Catechiſme, at the end a h 
Confrmation, Exhortation before the Communion, &c. Cumming- 
tion at the beginning. | 
4. That all ſuch as are Rectived, be faithfull, iccording to the 
Rules ofthe Goſpell, to God, Themlelves, and one another, in thex 
ſeverall places, and relations in the Chu ch. Eb, 4 1. Col ns 


2 The), 3.6. 
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Particular Rules. 


Rule, for Admiſſion. 4 


4 . T Hat ſich who defire to walke with God and his Reople, in 
all Ordinances, doe &r# make known their delires to the 
niſter, before they proceed any farther, See Kubrick befor: Cour 


munten. 0 

2. That they ſome way or other ſatisfy the Minifter that they 
are not unſit becauſe of ignorehce, or otherwiſe unworthy to x 
take Of the Sacraments, 1 Cor: 11.29. 1 Pet.3. 15. 4 8. 30 batt, 
to Catech & Confirm, | 

3. That at the next Church meeting they be propoſed to the 
Chut ch for their — and admiſſion, . 

4- That they. doe then ſolemnely and ſeriouſly proſeſſe their * 
Faith and Repentance before all the Congregation, and that cicher 
by declaring themſelves what they apprehend and find, or ſome 6 
ther way manifeſting their igcement wick what ſhall be propoſed 
by the Paſtor for them, and io their name to the Church. Ma: 3. 6. 
A 16.16- Ar 2,37, AUT. 37. Kom16.9, See Rub ich before C 
Firmoties. 
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5. That they doe then ſeriouſſy and ſolemnely Covenant and 
Promiſe, to walk with God and his People ( particularly the 
Church to which they now joyne themſelves ) according to the 
rales of the word of God. Dext:29, 1, 9, to the chd. Neben. g. 48, & 
ch. 10. 1,9 Job: 24 21,38. 2 CK f. 
6. That, it the Church doe approve of their Converſation and 
on, they be received; otherwiſe, deiired to fotbeatt, or Ex- 
duded. till the Church be ſatisfied: by the Chincb bere 15 meant the whole 
0% e the maler number of the men at leaf, 
7. That ſo much knowledge, and no more, be ( as abſolutely ne- 
oſlary) required in the Perſons to be admitted, then ſuch as might 
bly lead their ſoules to Chriſt, and render them not altoge- 
ther ancapable of improving hie Ordinances to their Spirituall ad- 
tage. See Hyoker Smrvey pert. 3. f. . Hab. 5. 2. Pio. 9.4. 
$. That not ordinary humane infirmicies , doubts , ſuſpicions, 
jaloulies of them in others, or meet reports , but rrall, kaown, or 
trongly preſumed Scandals, cafting a blot on Cluiftian profeſſion, 
be counted ſufficient cauſes of not admitting or excluding, at to the 
matter of converſation. See 1 Cor. 5. 1,11. Ameſics Faritezi/im. How 
bo Survey , ert. 3. f. 34.35, 39 
9. That ob jections made by any of the Church, agalnſt foch as 
tre propoſed for admiſſion, be not immediately, and apenly deela- 
red, / withoat the parties conſent) but only iotimated, and farther 
declared to the Paſtor, and ſuch as by the content of the Church 
tall be joyned with him | in Examining and hearing the Caule) 
private, that as He and they (hall judge meer, it may be reported 
tothe Church. See Mat-18 25. 


— 


Particular Rules for walking in clureb ordir. 


. T Hat all admitted doe ſet up, aud maintain the Worſbip of 
God in their tawilics, as Fraying Reding, inſtructiag the ic 
®hildren, and ſuch as are under their Charge. Sec Gen. 18.19. eat, 

by. 7oſb. 24. 15- fer. 10,25. 1 Pe. 3 7. Eb. G 
2. That they yeeld their Children, not only to be publiquely 


beptized, but publiquely (as they are capable) with their Set- Wercefle bir 
ants to be Catechized, and their Familics, (as opportunity (ball be / Cui 


offered 


C6) i 
offered to their Paſtor) to be viſited, taught, and inftrufted from 
houſe to houſe, 44s 20.20, G41.6.6. Cent, Mags Cent. 1 lib; a. c. 7. 9 
Federata proles, Infant Bp. 

3- That they conſtantly attend on all publique Ordinances, fre- 
quent the Lecture. (as opportunity ſhall be afforded) t ether with 
ſuch meetings publique or private, as ſhall be from time to time ap- 

inted, for their mutuall edification, and directed by their Paſtor, 

84. 1 Toh, 4.6. Cant. 1.8. Fro. $ 34. Heb: 10- 24.25. 1 Tbeſ 5, 
11. Rem. 14.19. Jud 19. 20,21. Mal:3.16, Mat. 1 8. 20. 

4. That they walk in Love with one another, not raſhly Cenſe- 
ring, Backbiting, much leſſe injuring one another, but that they ft» 
dy and promote the Peace, Comfort, and Welfare of each other, in 
ſpirituall macrers eſpecially. Eph. 4+ 1, 2,3, ,. 1 Iehn 3,11. to the 
end, Coll 3. 13, 13, 14, 15. Philz2. 1-6. Gal:6.1, Levii:19 16,18, 

5. That they ſuffer not ſinm to ly upon one another, but in i lo- 
ving, tender, and Chriftian way, Admoniſh and reprove each ocher. 
Gal: 6-1,2,3,4. Levil: 19. 17. » 

6. That they walk wiſcly cowards them that are without, g, 
ving none offence, uſing all law full meanes to gaine them, encou- 
raging any that look toward Religion, Col. 4. 5 1 Cir. 10. 
30, 33- f 

7. That in Converſe with othert contrary minded ( in lefſey 
matters only) they behave thamſclves lovingly and ſweeely , butif 
their tenents and praftiſes be more dangerous, ſhun their company 
and diſcourſes, Fbil.3.15, 16, Rer. 16. 17,18. 2 Tim. 2. 16. 17. 

8. That they obey ſuch as are ſet over them in the Lord, and ſub- 
mit themſelves, Heb. 13.17 . 

9. That they communicatt unto him that teacheth them in all 
good things, Gal: 6. 6,7,3, 1 Tim, 4. 16,18. a 

10. That all Ordinances and Church proceedings in all thing 
be ordered as neere as may be, according to th Inſtitution, Exa 
ot the beſt Churches, and as may tend to the Order and Edification 
ot the Church, 1 Cor, 14. 33.40. 1 Cor, 11. 23. 

11. That all Ordinances for peblique Edification be publiquely 
adminiftred, Word and Sacraments diſpenced together. See Mics 
41, 2. 4d, 2. 46. Mai-5.14,15, 16, 1 Gor. 11. 26. 1 Co: 11: 34 
22. It is che judgement and practice of all the Churches, as they 
enjoy liberty, place and — y; the nature of the vilidle 
Church, in ics profeſſion and Ordinances doth allo require it- liber- 
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ty,place and opportunity, are ( through mercy) to us afforded, See 
Hooker part:3. 5. 1 3,29, 

11. That all endeavour in their feverall places, to preſerve the 
Purity, with the Peace and Unity of the Church. Eph: 4. 3. 

13- That all yeeld and ſubmit then ſclves to the diſcipline of 
Chris in his Church, as it (hall be made known to us from the 
Word, and may be to Edification exerciſed in our particular Con- 
gregarion, 2 Cor. 8 5. 1 Cor:5. 2 Cor. 10.3,4,5,6. Heb. 13.17. 

14 That as the Church encteaſes need requires, and perions are 
found fit, other Church Officers be choſen according to the Word, 
406. 2,3,4. 1 Cor. 12-28; 

15. That Church matters be managed by the Officers, Paſtor, 
and luch as ſhall be ( when need requiteth) joyned with him. He- 
her part-3.ch.3. 4 Cor.12,28., 

16. That the Conſent of the whole Church, or at leaft the grea- 
ter part of the men, be taken by the Paſtor and Officers, in matters 
of weight and Moment. 1 Cor. 5-4. 

17. That the Church, and every particular Member, yeeld te 
the judgement and ſentence of the Pator and Offcers, unleſſe they 
an give convincing reaſons to the contrary. Heb: 13.17. Hooker 

1.3. ch:3, f. 41,42. 

18. That ſuch as ſhall privately offend, be fi prizately admo- 
viſked; if Thar prevaile nor, then with two or three ; if that prevaile 
not, then let the matter be declared to the Church, and the offen- 
der publiquely admoniſhed by the Paftor , it that prevaile not, let 
lim be accounted as an Heathen, and a Publican, Mat.18.15 Kc. 

/ 19. Thatfuch as fin openly, be more ſpeedily and ſeverely 
dealt withall, and proceeded againſt, 1 Tim, 5- 20, 24, 25. 1 Ea. 
5. F. tot, 

20. That ſuch a1 (ball ſeriouſly and ſelemnely profeſſe their re- 

— to the ſatisſaction of the Church, be reflored to that 
u union f om which they were excluded. 2 Cr. 2. 6,7, 8. 8 

21. That before there be a folemne entrance on this Church 
poke, there he a day of Prayer and ſeckine God arpointed and 

erved. Nebew-9.ch. K 10. ch. 
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The Chureber Reſolver, by the 


Church in Private, 


Eſolved, That the Rules for Church-order propoſed ts us 
by J. I. our deſired Paſtor, are agreeable to the Word of 
God, and to be put in practice. 
Reſolved, that thoſe rules be publiſhed in the publick Congregs- 
tion, and proceeded on in convenient time. 
V oted, By all the men that were preſent, all the Women alſe 
Conſent ing, except three of foure, who did net gainſay , but 
only delired farther time th conſider. 
All that Reſolved and conſented, gave in their Names to be ſub- 
{ccibed. | * 
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T be Fuad gement of Worthy Men. 


Inlepend. ; 
© Norton, Teacher of the Church «t Ipſwich in New England againft 
Apol.p.3. Aw. te the queſt, Whether Truth of — 
quired co viuble Church-memberſhip · One may be ad Mitted in- 
to the Communion of the Externall Church, that is not endowed 
wi h the reall inward holineſſe of Regeneration, and juſtifying 
Faith in Chriſt: or that upon a ftrit Examination thall not gire 
fgnes of True Faich and inWard Holiaeſſe, which may convince , 
the Conſcience of men, touching the Syncerity of their Faich, Rev 
pentance, and Communion with Chriſt, -- A believer is either le 
in the ſight of God, abſolutelyſ really, poſitively; or to men Eccle- 
Uaſtically, -- though he be nof a believer poſitively, yer we art 
bound to judge fo. and to aft towards him, as if he were pulirively; 
-- where it is doubtfull, we ought negatively & pradic to judge the 
beſt. --- if this Truth take not place, outward Chriſtian Union, 
and Com munion will be utterly log. 
lndep. Apolog. Narcation by M. Goodwin, Nye, Bridge, Burroughs, 
$ympſon, 5. 6. We have this ſincere profeſſion, to make before God, 
and all che world, That all chat Conſcience of the defilements we 
coaccivedcocleave to the true orſhip of God in them, (viz.;tht 
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Congregations of England, in which by the Grace of Cod, we 
we were Converted, and exerciled our Miniftry long, to the Con- 
verſion of many others,) or of the unwarranted power of Church 
Governours exerciſed therein, did never worke in us any other 
thought, much leſſe opinion, but that multitudes of the Aſſemblyes 
and Parochiall Congregations thereof were The true Churches, «nd 
body of Chriſt, and the Miniſtry thereof a true Miniftry ; «much leſſe did it 
ever enter into our hearts to judge them Antichriſtian. VVeſaw and 
cannot but ſee, that by the ſame reaſon the Chnrghis abrode in 
Scorlend, Holland cr. (though more reformed,) yet for their mixtures 
maſt be in like manner judged no Churches alſo, which to Imagine 
or Conceive, is, and hath ever been an horrour to our thoughts. Vea 
we alwayes have profeſſed, and that in theſe times, when the Chur- 
ches of England were the moft, either actually overſpread with de- 
Gemenes or it greateſt danger thereof, that we both did, and would 
hold a Communion with them as the Churches of Chriſt. 

Nm Conformifts, A Booke by fandry Godly and learned Mini- 
fiery Randing out and ſuffering in the cauſe ot Nen - Cenſormihy. p. 1. 

. The Church of England is « true Church of Chrift, and ſuch an 
one, as from which whoſoever wittingly and willingly ſeparateth 
bimſelfe, cutteth himſelfe from Chriſt. Kc. p.3. as true Fich gi- 

ch life and being to the invilible and elect Church, ſo profeſſion 

of faith gi veth life and being to a viſible Church. xc. 

D. Owen Vice-Chancelour of Oxford in his Becke of the Perſeve- 
tene of Saints, p. 9. Legally ſome = are ſaid ro be Holy in re- 
ference unto her being ſeparated from the reſidue of men ; with 
relation to God and his worſhip, ---- - So the whole people of the 
| — were ſaid to be Holy : particular reſpects of Covenant, 

ſbip, Separation, Lam, Mercy, and the like, upon which this deno- 
mination of Holineſſe and$ainfbip was given unto them and did de- 
d. are known to all, yea perſons Inherently uncleane and per- 

ly notoriouſly wicked, are ſaid to' be ſanctifyed. Evangeli- 
cally (ome are (aid to be Holy in Fffimetion only, and that either of 
themſelves or others. Like them who are ſaid to believe in Chrift 
non the account of the profeſſion they made ſo to doe, yet 
he would not truſt himſclfe with them, becauſe he knew 

I what was in them. Such were 7ades, 'Simen Mage, and 

If fundry others, of whom theſe things are ſpoken which they pro- 

ſelſed of themſelves, and were bound to Anſwer, and which ode 

B 2 eſtecmed 
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eſteemed to be in them. Antiquity thought good to alle 
baptized and profeiling the Goſpell, the name of Believers,% 
Regenerate (that is, as to the participation of the outward 5 
thereof) whom yet th y expreſaly diftinguiſhed from them, » hoſe 
faich was the frait of their ererng!l El. Tis meet for us to judg 
well of all, who proteſling the Lecd Chriſt, walk to our view in any 


meaſure (1irableco that profeſſion, and with Jonadeb to honour | 


ehe in hi , and hafty en bf zeale, To ſay that we are not 
und to judge any to be Believers, ik Godly, unleſſe they are ſo 
indeed, is cithe?to cxalt poor wormes into the Throne of God, 
and to make them (-archere of heart, who are ſo often in the darke 
tothermſelveer, or elſe at once to tur off, and deſtroy all Commu- 
nion of Saints ; do ibtlefſe, the Diſciples of Chriſt were bound te 


becauſe of their profcſlion ſo to doc, and that with « fome hazard, 

and danger, though he who knew what was in man, would ac 

wit himſelte wick chem, becauſeſche root of the matter wes not is 

them. 

Dr Guis in his Zinbbabels Encouragement, p. 1. It it a bitter errour, 
aud full of Crueliy to ſay, we hate had no Churches, no Miniſtry, 

no Sacraments, but Antichriſtias all; ſpeaking of the Church of 

England, «s it was before the late Reformation. 

M. Cotton of New England, Way of the Chwches of N Fnglen,* 
P-151. We cannot but conceive the Churches in ( Old England 
were rightly (« the firft ) gathered and planted, end all the Corry 
tions found in them tince, have | ſprung from Popiſh Apoſtacy, 
that our work is not ao to make them Churches whick were none 


receive them tor Belicvers, of 15 it is (aid, that they did believe + 


before, but to reduce them. where Godly Minifters be already pla- 


ted in any Congregations, let them call the people to ſolemne Ha- 
miliation tor their own ſinnet, and thoſe of their Fathers they have 
imicated, (2.) Let ſuch people at arc of good knowledge and of 
approved converſation renue their Covenant formerly made in Bi- 
tiſme, profeſſing their Faith an Repentance, and promiting He- 
formation of Lite: Let the Lards Supper be adminiftred to ſuck. 
In his Holineſs: of Church Membersip-1.Chriltians truely regenerate are 
tue members of the inviſible Church. It is the duty of the mem 
of the viiible Church to be truely regenerate. Sach as are borneof 
Chriſtian parents, and baptized in their infancy , into the fellow- 
ſuipot che Church ace inidiatec Members of the ſame Church, 
| though 


+ 
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though deſtitute of Spiritual|Grace,untill they juſ ly deprive them- 


{elves of the priviledge of that fellowſhip, Neither in judgement 
wr profiice doc we _— their admiflion, till we be convinced in 
our Conſciences of the certaine & infallible ges of their Regene- 
ration. The hypocriſy of ſome, & the tolleration of ſome open ſcan- 
lalous finners in the Church, doth not forthwith take away the 
nature of the Church. Notwichftanding the diſcovery of Hyp@- 
criſie, and tolletation of ſome open ſcandalls, yet ſeparation 18 
not forthwith to be made from the Church. We are to proceed 
with patience againſt the inkrmity of a brother, much more of a 
whole Church, the Church is co judge of mens Holineſſe by their 
ſeſſion. peſſim. 
M. Hooker ot new England, Suvey of Church Diſcipline, Preface 
p- Ii. to ſeparate from Congregations for want of fome ordinances. 
to ſeparate: from the true worſhip of God, becauſe of the tinne of 
Cane worthipers, is unlawfull. cb 37.36 Externally thoſe arc 
within the Covenant, who expreſling their Repentance, with their 
profeilion of the truth, ingage themſelves to walke in the wayes 
. of God, and the truth of his worſhip, though they have not for the 
— that jownd work of Faith in their hearts, may be (hall never 
ve it wrought by Gods Spirit in them. p. 37. The contrary 
„ fenet will draw unavoidable difticultyes with it, and give ſuch ad- 
vantagey to the adverſaries of Gods Grace and the diſpenſation of 
his Ordinancet, that they will hardly be regained. p. 38. Laying a 
Corner Stone to build up the wretched Dottrine of the Anabap- 
tits. A Church may be vihbly redeemed by the Blood of: Chriſt, and 
called the Body ot Chriſt, the Sonnes and Daughters of God, and 
| * be really ſuch. p.41. Arguments 1. If thoſe who are grace- 
, and had no intereſt in Chrift, had yet a Command from God 
to receive the (eales, had warrant to require them, then they had 
a richt from God (ourward and vilible) to pattske of them. 
This admitt no denysll. But ſuch as Ib el. So p.42. If any after 
they be received, (hall be found not tobe added oft God, becauſe 
they be not regenerated, yet we are not to caſt any out for non- 
ofegeneracion, Even Ka. , 43: Churches rightly Conftlituced may 
e be cotrupted, and that even to the very Eſſence of a Church, 
in ſuch declining times, when diſeaſes grow dcn there is al- 
wed and a tolleration rw/7 of nect ſity be ſe farte granted, untill 
« judictall proceeding the eyill be examincd, the parties Con- 
tiaced, cenſures applyed for * And hence our Savi. 
= our 


12 
our Saviour requires time of tryall. if they may be healed, and uni 
that be over, they muſt be tolerartedp 28 Fart. 3 p 34. 1 Humane 
infrmitics are not to be taken, Þs matter of offence, but 2. Stone 

of fumbling in our Chriſtian churſe. 3. Where it is not ſoc 
but doubtfull. though out thoughts lead that way, and feares pur. 
ſuc us. It is a ſafe rule Where we bete not found ground of Convittion, we 
bave ne reaſon ts adminift:y an Admonition. In publike offences, H, 
that complaints muſt know two rules . That he muſt not dere to com, 
' plaine to the Elder, unlelſe he can plainly amd peremptority lay in hl, 
accuſation of another, not with an I take it ſe, it was ſe reported er 
2. As his accuſation muſt be plaine, ſo his proofe muſt be direct 
and pregnant. There muſt ve 164 witneſſes to eſt abliſh every word,excepy 
it be otherwiſe evident, as by confeſſion of the party &c, Excom. 
munication muft not be for ei marters, but ſuch evills as Fornics 
tion &c. as carry the face ot evil in their forehead, 4nd have beey 
pertinaciouſly and obftinately ;perfifted in, after the improvement 
of all meanes for Conviction ad Reformation, theſe only fdeſerye 
Excommunication. ; | 
M. Cobbet of new England iff his booke of Infants Boptifme, p. iy. 
Albeit a mans owne — uniteth him to Chrift, ia . 
ſpect of ſaving and invilible onion, yet the profeſſion of Faith be 
fore « viſible Church, uniteth ro Chriſt as head of the viſchle, 
Church, whether the party fincere or no. The Rule of, judging 
the right of per ſons propounded to the Church to be admitted 
not the internall and ſaving effate of the party, but the b 
of Cevenent right, The Apoftles as extraordinary perſons knew the 
enile of perſons ſecret from the Church yet adminiftred the 
Church ſtate, refuſed them not, as Anentas, Srmen Mayus and may , 
thouſands of the ſewes. Chrift by his divine knowledge knew Jad 
to be a Devill Jeb. 6. 70. yet adminiftred to him that Supper, whe 
ther the Paſchall Lambe or the Lords Supper | determine not. 
mael God diſcovered by divine Revelation to Abraham, Een to Ke whi 
berceh not to be Gods Ele Seed of the Covenant, yet An BD 
and Iſexc (as Prophets and Prieſts at that time in the Church) 
Circumciſe them. a perſon Eccleſiaſtically boly is admittable, ank WH 
a Miniſter may not refuſe him on his own private ſurmiſes, It were 
to breed confuſions in Chard s, and lay foundations of Enthol» I" | 
aſmes. If ſaving intereſt were the rule, it were either te wece(ſrace 
Miniſters to come under guilt of ſinne or Anomie, breach of rule e 
tor avoiding of that, never to adminiſter any Church W 1 


N 
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| (13) 
late they ſometimes ſhall breake that Rule, in adminiſſrinę the 
ſame to Hypocritesz; and albeit they doe ſometimes adminiſter 
them to elect ones, yet not being able to know that ſecret infellibly, 
— not that rule in faith, but doubringly. Its therefore 
licy of Covenant right. And when we ſpeake of vil.bility of 
Covenant right, as ſuch a Rule ro goe by, we exclude not the 
le? and left degree of viſibility. As the leaſt viſible meaſure of grace, 
maſt occaſion our judgement of Charity, to judge them gracious, ſo 
- keft degree of viſibility of Covenant Kight,may challenge the like 
rity, 

M. Hooker of new England Pa. 3. 1.28, The Scales they muſt 
bediſpenſed publikely. The Scales of the Covenant, and the Prea- 
ching of the Covenant goe together: It is not in the power of the 
Cherch to con ne preaching into corners Prov.$. 2, 3. and of old 
tht Church of the jews erefted Synagogues in every Citty. The 
Apoftle oppoſeth manifeſtly, the Church er Congregarion to 
the privete beuſe, and declateth that the guter ſhould be celebta- 
ted inthe congregation, as the bexquet ſhould be kept in thelr private 
bouſes 1 Cor, 11. 40,2. Yea the ſcope and naue of the Ordi- 
pance calleth for ſuch an adminiftration, for ſince the Sacraments 
are bedges to ſhew/our ſeparation from all other prophane ſocletyes, 
to fignity our communion one with enother viſibly'in the pro- 
fen of the Faith, therefore the adminifftration of them ſhould be 
ſoch as ſhould ſuite the nature of the ordinanc?, and ſerve the end 
ofir, (2.,) Theſe Ordidanices ſheuld goe hand in hand; after the 
word opened the ſeales ſhould be adi igiftred, 

The 34 rule confirm'd out of the Book of Canons and Com- 
mon-prayer. Book of Canons, to ſatisfy thoſe that will not be o- 
therwiſe {atisfied. Can.26, No Miniſter ſhall in any wiſe admit to 
the Receiving of the holy Communion , any of his Cute or flock, 
which be openly known to live in lin notorious, withour Repen- 
ance, nor any Who have maliciouſly, and open!y contend. d with 

eir Ncighbours, untill they ſhall be reconciled. Nor the Church- 
wardens not prelenting publique offences. ---» Cen 27. Fxcept 
ach perſon ſhall firſt acknowledge to the Miniſter , his Repentance 
the way rr — he — hiſt due the ſame under his hand- 
ng, to be delivered to the Miniſter, and by him ſeat to the Bi- 

p of the Diocelle. , 1 
en mation at the end of the Rubrick. There ſhall none be admitted 
he Holy Communion, uncill ſuch time as he can ſay the Cate- 


(114) 
chiſmee, and be confirmed. Nick before the Catechiſme. That they 
may then them(el ves, with theig own mouth, & with their own cow 
ſent, openly and before the Cnurch contrme the lame. ſc» ny before, 
what was promiſed in Baptilaie. ) and allo Promiſe, that by the 
grace of God, they will evermore endeavour them(elves Faichfully 
to obſerve and keep furl chings, as they by their own Meath aud 
Conſe frm have affented unt It is agreeable with the ulage of 
the Chucch in times paſt, whertby it was ordained, that Confirms 
tion ſhould be Miniſtred to then chat were ot perfect age, that they 
being Irfrucd in Chrifts Religion Fſhould openly p of:iſe their own 
Faith, and promile to be obed;ent uato the will ot God. 

K abrich before the Communion, Such as intend to be parcakers of the 
Holy Communion, ſhall iignify their names; And it any of thoſe be 
an open, and notorious cvill liver, ſo that the Congregation by him 
is oftended; or have done any wrong to his Neighbour , by word tt 
deed, the Curate having knowledge thereof, ſhall call him, and ad: 
vertiſe him in any wile, not to preſume to come to the Lords Table, 
untill he have openly declered 2 to ha ve truly rep ented and 4 


mended his former naughty life, that the Congregation may be 
thereby ſatisſied, which atore were offended, xc. The ſame Order 
ſhall he uſe with thoſe betwixt whom he perceiveth Malice and Ma. 
tred to reigne, &c. The Miniſter ought to admit the Penitent, and 
not the Obſtinate. | 6 

Exhortation before the Communion. If any of you be a Blaſphemer of 
God , an hinderer or landerer of his ward, un Adulterer,or be in Mi. 
lice oc envy, ot in any other grievess crime, bewaile your linac, and 
come not to this Holy Table; leaft&c. 
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An Eſſay toward removing ſome 
Stumdling Blocks Jayd by 


Some Anab. Spirits in the way N 
ol the weake. 


I. _ 9 fay, Ws way wat ne with (wch of who we rt 

b e 1nd convinced in r conſurnces that they have the indh 

Grace, tha: unwarthy perſons will be received and force in Ec. 
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(15) ** 
Arn. Puthow doe they prove ic? Are you ee that your ſelves 
bare more then the moft glorious Hy FOcrite, ard perlons enduu ed 
with che chviſet common workings of the Spirit ? if you have noe 
this full aſwr ance of your lelver muſ you vet partake & imlefſe others 
can be «ſured of your real! grace mutt you wt be admirted ? By 
what hgnes may we diſcerne we Grace, and dl fin guiſh it in others, 
from the bigheft pretences of Hypocriſy,and by what ſigne may we 
dilcerne the e degree of Grace from rs Grace? hath Che leit 
gorule / or is our opinion ard Charity the rule, and is that a ſure 
rule / have you read and well weighted the Scriptures quoted? ard 
vill you require more then eve; God Chrift and the Ape ſtles requi- 
rd, to an outward Chiirch Rate? Have you throughly conlidered 
' the evill of your own hearts? doe you unde; ſtand the nature of 
free grace / will you ſtraiten it where God hathnot raitned it? 
vill you fob thoſe to come to Chriſt, whom Chiift calls? are 
act many called, who are not choſen ? will you ſupetſtitiouſſy 
eferre the Supper before all orher ©: dinances, yea before Chiift 
Lafee Can u diſcharge whom God hath not diſcharged 
from entring Covenant with him, and taking the oath of Gud in 
the Sacraments upon them, and Commemorating the great worke 
of mam Redemption, with you? Is every one unworthy, whom 
4 any particular perſon judges unworthy ? who muſt judge in that 
Cale? Suppoſe ſome unworthy ſhould be received, are you diſ- 
charged from your duty of Communion ? is the Ordinance defied 
to you, while you are pure in your ſelves, and dclare againft known 
| coworthinefſe in others? will not ſore unworthy, either 
ſecret or open be admitted, till the worlds end? and muſt you 
therefore never partake ol Ordinances? If unworthy perſons defile 
ame Ordinagce to thoſe who allow not their unworthinefſe, why 
pot e Ordinancer, ard why will you then partake of any Ordi- 
nance 7 is there nct provil on made in the Ruſee to keep away vo- 
, worthy? why ſhould you judge your Paftor & your Etethren betcre 
you fee cauſe ? will you firft breake the Rules and render your 
ſelves unworthy by your uncharicabinefſe? ſuppoſe they prove 
(WY eguilty, ſhall their fte be layd to your chargr,when you have done 
your duty? do not the Lawes punniſh ſuch as diſturbe, & ſhould nos 
our Magiftrates ſet that we be not difturbed? iti} y dee net their 
du y, and dogs will ſnatch, doc we give it then? anc ſtall Hot tte 
guile lye uon their un heads? muff net Chiidicn } ave their breed, 
for ſcate leafs doggs ſhe i Id ſnatch at it? were the t oly N of cld 
C is 
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660 
in the Church of the Jeet, Ghrift in his time, the A pofiles ond primi- 
tive Chriſtians ſo unneceſſatily ſctupulous ? or were there no unwor- 
thy perſons then? were there not unworthy perſons in Corinth, did 
the Apoſtle requirethe Godly to withdraw from them in Gods 
worſhip, (though he forbids communion wich Idolaters, in Idol 
worſhip. Cor. G.) or rather doth he not command them to examine 
themſelvet and cate ? / 

2. Stwnb. The pablique place if Ih, by ſome, and we (ball built 
them up in their ſuperſtiti n. and ſh en the Adab. who ey we are going 
imo the world g ani Bab)lons | 

An{. Should not p.bliq ie Otdinances be publiquely celebrated? 
is not Chriſt, the Word, ani Covenant, 8 dilpeaſed, and 
muſt the Sacrament the viſible jgne, the ſeale be private? muſt 
not the Church be vilible, as a Bracon, a mpuntaine in ii 
profeſſion, to be ſeen of all, are hot the Sacraments badges of tha 
profeſion, and maſt theſe be put under - a buſhel / doth wiſdome, 
Chrift,truch,th-Church ſeek cotneri though ſomerimes they may be 
thruſt into them 7 as ſeducers/do, Mat. 24.26. & then adulterae. 
the worſhip of God ? when is thie Church terrible, as an Army wich 
Banners, bat when her Colours in vitible Ordinances are publiquely 
flouriſh:d and diſplayd ? Are we aſhamed of what we doe in out 
profeſſion of Chriſt, that we dare not ap peare in publique? Is iti. 
time of perſecution, that we muſt needs be in private ? is it not the 
nature of the Sacrament to hoſd our, (hew forth, preach and pro- 
teſſe a cracityed Chriſt ? what though it was fir adminiftred in 
private, was not that occaltionally ? did not the Apoſtles and pri- 
mitive Chriſtians cet in ſuch iq places for the Sacrament u 


arcomoltd toprivgebouſts, 1 Cor.1t,22, 1 Cer. 14 35, Is it not the 


praftic* of the gathered Congregations in London, as they hare 
th- privil-4ge? an what though ſome have ſuperſtitious thoughts 
of che publique, maſt we be as{uperſtiious of the private, doe their 
thoughs of the piace make it uncleanerous? doe we not declate 
againſt their ſuperſtition ? onjhe other hand, are we going into 
the world, Ezypt and Babylon, becauſe the enemyes of Gods pub- 
lique Ordinances H reproach uy? Shall we not be indeed guilty of 


all cheic blaſphemys againſt Gods publique Ordinances, it ue 


Ordinances, becauſe they abhorce them, and that after 
the ſa ne minnec, ani on cht ſame grounds with them ?came 
not ſome from (light thoughts bf the pablick uſe of Ordinancesgt0 
turue ibeir backs upon them, then to Bla pheame publick Ocdinances, 


ſo farregomply wich =Y to abſtaine from publique 


- 
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(7) 
and in the iſſue, have not ſome denied the Ordinances themfelver? 
and the God of the Ordinances ? doe not theſe ſleps naturally fol- 
low one anoth r? are nut our Anabap. come, not only to reproach 
all publick Ordinances, but to caſt ſome of thoſe Ordinances out of 
their Church; as ſolemne Church-reading the Scriptures, ſinging of 
Plalmes, Bapriſme of Infants, to ſay nothing of the Miniftry? will 
not all the World judge, that we ate running after them, and who 
how whereto by degrees they may at length attaine ? Is it not 
now high time to ftand to our Profeſſion, hold faſt the Truth, and 
good old way of Worſhip, while we are in ſuch danger of looling 
it? l there not, as things ſtand, an al ſolute neceſſity of publique admi- 
aiftration with uz? have we not upon this account been too long 
in pri vate, & are not our unneceſſary Scruples raiſed by the Divell,to 
keep publick Ordinances till in the duſſ, and under reproach with 
u muſt we all ſtand fill, and omit our duty, not build becauſe 
the hands of ſome are weakned? will not Religion, our publique 
Profeſſion ſuffer, will not comers on to Chriſt be disheartned? Is 
our partaking of the Supper a thing indifferent ? nay is the circum- 
fance of the publick place mcerely indifferent. the premiſes conſide- 
red ſhould we rather offend God, by omitting our duty, and neg- 
his glory, then offend ſome weak / for trouble kc. is it for 
ians to yeeld up duty, honour of Ordinances,profeſſion of Re- 
Iigioni, Glory of God in Chriſt. to the will of Sathan, & Enemies of 
carProfeſſion, upon ſuch baſe, cowardly, & unwortby termes, pur- 
chaſing our own quiet with the loſſe of Gods glory, and the pub» 

lick profeſſion of Religion ? 

Search the Scriptures, regard the teftimonies, weigh the Anſwers, 
keep to your ſubſcribed reſolutions, oblerve the rules , elſe propoſe 
better, or diſmifſe him, who can prove himſelfe (Maugte your Cen- 
fures, reports and defiynes) to have been your ſinꝑle - he arted, peace- 
able, faichfull, painefull, though Cutfering , bleeding, abuſed 
Miniſter 7. T. 
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* Antiquæries to Mr Pendarvys his Queries or 
Arrowes againſt Babylon. 


o | $ ir not a providence toward the undeceiving of the ſober 

Godly,that now you ſhould lay aſide your pretended meekneſſe 

ud ſſuſſe a Pamphlet full of nothing but reproaches and railings a- 
C 2 
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(13) | | 
againfh all the Churches and minifters of Chrif , that ate noe of 
your way? May not all che wo:{d now (ce, how they were tees l 


in you, that cryed you up as 4 fen · ſoch for (weetnelſe meeł 
Ingenuity ? | 
2. Arenot your Arrowes (hot at Revert, there being no ſuch Ng 
tionall Church and miaiſt yin England, as you lmagine, dein 
from Rome, and not diſclaiming her Ab »minations? And are ng 
your Arcowes bunt b:aded, there being not (+ much as che (badog of 
2a Scripturall or cationall prdof in all your Querics, ro make good 
your charge againft our Ciches and miniftry ? | 
3+ Are not many of your Teachers Popiſh EmiTaiics ? What wy 
the pretended Jew at N wCaftic, and the Paſtor at H ben, cam maly 
altis? Had you (at beſt) any better Ance ftois then Mancer, Briraldn, 
and the reſt in Germany # Among whom was not Feuers tun (d 
whom I could never read in Sleulen, but | thought vt you) your yy 
parrerne?. Doe you not fall in with Romi Jeſuits and Quaken 
(from whom you differ but in degree) in your ceproa-htull lengua 
and railing accuſations , calling out Churches and Miniſtry, E 
Babylon, exec bel &c. * 
. Did you Excommunicate Mr n Godly man, for any aber 
WW: By then becauſe he Marfied a Wite not of your way, and cant 
wich her to heate the publick Minifter, the mark of vhoſe Minit 
appears to be on ſome ſbecgiin you fold: or will ic acngd che u 
ter, to ſay, he was obſtinace, and would not forbeare, mormwichl 
ding your admonitions? / 
5 D not your queries ſay, that our Churches and Miniken 
Members of Antichciſt and Habyl n, that the guilt of all the bk 
that hath been ſhed by Perlecucors, lince Abels, lyes upon them 
you not delivered ja Ahingdin Pulpit, that Babylon muſt havet 
to drink, toc he worthy: that there ace extraordinary com 
beſide : che ordiaary Commands of the Word, which muſt be o 
ed; tha» the ot d. aa command ( tbeu ſbal not hill ) malt give plact 
the Excraordinary «-- ? what may we next cxpe(t? 
6. Were all the Late Protideaces of God in theſe Nations, by 
intended ( as you pretend } to conneme Anabapriftry? is it . 
Providence, that Gud ap up a d-liverer- the Lord Protek 
who n your tribe a5 torre ghott th they can (ume of them) take 
pay) wacn the necxs of e Miniftry of Eagland lay all u 0 
ou yoar block, and chere rr vit che fatall blow? 
FINIS. 
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